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Soc 196: Issues in Sociology 
Locked up and Locked Out: Mass Incarceration and Inequality 

CRN: 69683 
Spring 2019 

Lectures: Tuesday / Thursday, 9:30-10:50am  
Everitt Laboratory 3217 

 
Professor:      Tom VanHeuvelen Email: tvanheuv@illinois.edu 
Office:            3092 Lincoln Hall Phone: (217) 300-2908 
Office Hours: 11:00am-12:00pm T/Th  
  
 
Course Description 
 
In recent decades the United States has undergone a radical experiment to see what happens 
when an increasingly large proportion of its citizens are put behind bars. Beginning in the early 
1970s, the incarceration rate in the United States increased dramatically, so that today the United 
States incarcerates its residents at a rate five times greater than during the first three-quarters of 
the twentieth century. No other nation incarcerates such a large percent of its population. 
Critically, incarceration has not occurred evenly across racial and class groups. While only 1 in 
100 college educated white men will go to prison in their lifetimes, one in eight Latino men will 
go to prison by their mid-thirties, while two in three black men who did not complete high school 
will be imprisoned at some time in their life. In this course, we will tackle some of the 
foundational questions relating mass incarceration to inequality. How did we get here? Why did 
the US undertake this unprecedented experiment in incarceration? Why is incarceration so 
heavily skewed by race and class? What are the consequences—social, political, psychological, 
and economic—of mass incarceration on both the incarcerated and society as a whole? Finally, 
what can be done in response to these dramatic social changes? 
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Required texts and materials 
 
There are no required texts to purchase for this course. All reading materials are available on the course 
Moodle site. 
 
You will need an I-Clicker for this course. Bring the I-Clicker to every lecture. You must register your I-
Clicker on the course Moodle website by the end of the first week of class. 
 
I-Clicker support is provided by the campus Technology Services Help Desk. If you are experiencing 
difficulties with your I-Clicker, e-mail, or call the Technology Services Help Desk 
(https://techservices.illinois.edu/get-help/help-desk) or visit the I-clicker support site 
(http://support.iclicker.com/).   
 
 
Evaluation 
 
Class participation (20%) 
20% of your final grade reflects your participation during lecture and discussion. Class participation in 
lecture will be assessed primarily by I-Clicker activities. I-Clicker activities will be included in all 
scheduled lectures, except the exam day. Each daily attendance is worth 25 points. I will not maintain a 
second set of participation documentation for students who forget their I-Clicker, who did not set their I-
Clicker to the correct frequency, or for students whose batteries died in class. It is your responsibility to 
contact technical support if you notice any problems with your I-Clicker.  
 
You can miss up to two lecture/discussion sessions without penalty for your participation grade. You do 
not need to inform me of the reason for these two absences. After these two absences, you will not be 
able to make up class participation points except for university-sponsored absences.  
 
You are expected to attend lectures, participate in class discussions, have completed the required readings 
prior to class, and be engaged.  
 
Online Participation (25%) 
25% of your final grade reflects participation in online discussion forums. Each week for the online 
requirement of this course, you are expected to listen to the listed podcast or watch the listed 
documentary. You will then discuss this media piece in the discussion forum. Details about the online 
forum will be posted in the first week of class onto Moodle 
 
Quizzes (30%) 
There will be five quizzes in this class. Quizzes will cover assigned readings and lecture materials for the 
week. Quizzes will include multiple choice questions and will be open-notes.  
 
Quizzes will typically be taken at the end of Thursday lectures and will cover materials for the week. 
Your four highest quiz grades will count. Quizzes will be taken weeks 3 through week 7. 
 
Exam (25%) 
The final exam will include a combination of closed- and open-ended questions. The exam will cover 
material from all nine weeks of the course, as well as materials from the online component of the course.  
 
In total, there are 1,000 points available over the course of the semester. Points are distributed as follows: 
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Letter grades will be assigned to the following numeric scores: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Course Policies 
 
Readings 
Please complete the assigned reading prior to the class. The assigned readings provide the foundation for 
lectures, discussions, and in-class activities. You are responsible for materials in the textbook and 
readings even if they are not covered in lecture. 
 
Attendance Policy 
I expect you to attend class, to have completed listed readings in advance of the day they are listed, and to 
be active participants in the classroom. Please come to class on time and do not leave until class has 
ended.  
 
You may miss up to 2 class sessions. It is not necessary to provide a reason for these absences. After these 
two missed class sessions, points will be deducted from the attendance/participation grade, for any reason. 
The only exception to this rule is if you miss class for a university-sanctioned event. If you miss a class, it 
is your responsibility to get notes from another student.  
 
If you need to miss class for university-sanctioned events, such as religious holidays or sporting events, 
you must notify me within the first week of class. I will make special arrangements with you to make up 

Final grade calculation 
  Percent of grade 
Class participation  20%       (200 points) 
Online participation  25%       (250 points) 
Quizzes  30%       (300 points) 
Exam  25%       (250 points) 
Total  100%     (1,000 points) 

Final Score Letter grade 
930-1,000 A 
900-929.9 A- 
870-899.9 B+ 
830-869.9 B 
800-829.9 B- 
770-799.9 C+ 
730-769.9 C 
700-729.9 C- 
670-699.9 D+ 
630-669.9 D 
600-629.9 D- 
0-599.9 F 
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any activities in a way fair to all students. As with any absence, it is your responsibility to get notes from 
another student. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All students are expected to abide by the University of Illinois’ code of academic and personal 
misconduct (http://studentcode.illinois.edu/). You are expected to turn in your own work. I will follow the 
procedures and sanctions outlined in the student code of any instance of student misconduct, including 
plagiarism.  
 
Accommodations 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the University of Illinois seeks to provide 
reasonable accommodations so that students with disabilities can fully participate in all aspects of college 
life. It is the student’s responsibility to contact Student Disability Services (www.disability.illinois.edu, 
217.333.4603) and the instructor about any needed accommodations. Requests for accommodations 
should include university documentation. Please get in contact with me about accommodations as early as 
possible, preferably within the first two weeks of class. 
 
Late Policies 
Any assignment turned in late will immediately receive a 10% penalty. An additional 10% penalty will 
be added every 24 hours that the assignment is not turned in. I generally do not grant extensions for 
assignments or exams. In unusual situations, students must contact me prior to the due assignment or 
exam date. Students will need to punctually provide documentation. 
 
Incompletes  
Incompletes will not be given except in highly unusual and documented circumstances. 
 
Decorum 
Your input, attitudes, and behavior are crucial for how this course will go. It is very important that you 
treat your peers, your instructor, your teaching assistant, and yourself with respect. In our discussions, we 
will make an important distinction: we can disagree with ideas and arguments, but we will not disagree 
with the people verbalizing them. If you have a question about a concept or topic, it is very likely that 
many of your peers do as well!   
 
Part of respect is being present in class. That means that laptops, cellphones, and all electronic devices are 
to be turned off and silenced during lectures. I may consider you absent if you are frequently checking 
your electronic devices. 
 
Electronic Devices 
Cellphones are to be turned off and silenced during lectures. Of course, I realize that emergencies and 
extenuating circumstances happen. If you need your phone on, please get in contact with me before the 
scheduled class. If you need to use an additional electronic device as part of a special accommodation, 
you must get in contact with me and provide documentation as early in the course as possible.  
 
Laptops and electronic devices are not allowed during class. If you disagree with this policy, you are 
allowed to write a 500-word argument in support of your use of an electronic device. This must be 
submitted to me via email by March 14. If I agree with your argument, then you will be allowed to use a 
laptop in class. In this case, you must email me your notes 15 minutes after the end of every class session. 
I will review your notes to ensure their content. If I view your notes as insufficient, I will revoke your 
laptop usage and the default class policy will apply to you again. 
 

http://studentcode.illinois.edu/
http://www.disability.illinois.edu/
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Email 
Please begin email subject lines to me with SOC196 so that I can easily sort emails for this course. Emails 
without this subject line will not be read.  
 
I am happy to correspond with you via email or in person if you have questions, thoughts, or concerns 
about the course or its materials. I will do my best to respond to your email in a timely manner. If I have 
not responded to you within 24 hours, please simply resend your email and ensure that it is properly 
titled. I will not respond to email after 6:00pm. I do not respond to emails on the weekend. 
 
Please note: I will not reply to email requests for information that you can get from the course syllabus or 
Moodle announcements. If I do not reply to your email within 24 hours, please ensure that your request 
cannot be answered by reviewing course materials. 
 
Do not use any other messaging systems to contact us. Contact me using the email addresses provided at 
the top of the syllabus.  
 
Schedule Modification 
I reserve the right to modify the schedule during the semester to accommodate unanticipated events and 
developments. 
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Online Assignments: 
 
Description:  
Part of this course involves an online component. For this part of the course, you will be expected to 
complete two activities. [1] You will either view a documentary or listen to a podcast that is listed on the 
below schedule [2] You will take part in an online discussion forum with your classmates. I’d like you to 
post on the following: 
 
Discussion Forum Instructions: 
Make an initial post addressing the following: 

1. Discuss the main, big picture, points of the podcast/documentary. What seemed to be the most 
important point(s) of the documentary/podcast? What points especially stuck out to you? Explain, 
using specific examples, how the documentary/podcast relates to / doesn’t relate to, class 
materials.  

2. Use a brief summary of your post as the subject of your post (e.g. “Incarceration isn’t just about 
crime.”) 

3. This post should be at least 250 words. 
4. Your initial post is worth 21 points. 
5. This post is to be completed by Tuesday, 11:59pm of the week. For example, for week 3, you 

need to complete your initial post by Tuesday March 26, 11:59pm.  

Next, after you classmates have posted, select the title of any post to review it and read any replies 
already submitted. Click “Reply” next to any post to compose a reply.  

1. Include at least 100 words. 
2. Stimulate more in-depth discussion and learning among the larger group. 
3. Your reply post is worth 21 points 
4. This is due the Wednesday of the listed week. For example, for week 3, you need to complete 

your response post by Wednesday March 27, 11:59pm. 

 
Week 1, March 12-14   

• Intelligence Squared Podcast: Income Inequality Impairs the American Dream of Upward 
Mobility 

• https://www.intelligencesquaredus.org/debates/income-inequality-impairs-american-dream-
upward-mobility 

• Due date exception: Your first post is due Thursday, March 21, 11:59pm. Your response post is 
due Saturday, March 23, 11:59pm. 
 

Week 2, March 19-21 

• See above 
 

Week 3, March 26-28 

• Frontline: Prison State 
• https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/prison-state/ 

 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/prison-state/
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Week 4, April 2-4 

• The System: Policing and Mass Incarceration 
• Illinois Kanopy (http://guides.library.illinois.edu/socialsciencevideos/kanopy) 

 
Week 5, April 9-11 

• Frontline: Life On Parole 
• https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/film/life-on-parole/ 

 
Week 6, April 16-18 

• Intelligence Squared: Keep ‘em Off the Streets: Tough Prison Sentences Mean a Safer Society 
• https://www.intelligencesquared.com/events/tough-prison-sentences-mean-a-safer-society 

 

Week 7, Aril 23-25 

• A Sentence Apart 
• TBD (instructions for access will be made available on Moodle before the end of week 6) 

 
 

Week 8, April 30 

• No assigned materials 

  

https://www.intelligencesquared.com/events/tough-prison-sentences-mean-a-safer-society
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Tentative course schedule for SOC 196 
Please complete readings before the listed date  

All reading on Moodle 
!! Indicates a due assignment 

Week 1: Inequality 
 T, Mar 12 Introduction 
 Th, Mar 14 Saez. “Striking it Richer.” 

Hacker and Pierson. “Winner Take All Politics.” 
Week 2: Spring Break – No Class 
 T, Mar 19 No class 
 Th, Mar 21  No class 
Week 3: Inequality continued, the sociology of race and ethnicity 
 T, Mar 26 Desmond “Eviction and the Reproduction of Urban Poverty” 

Sampson. “Legacies of Inequality” 
Williams. “Being Poor, Black, and American” 

 Th, Mar 28 Omi and Winant “Racial Formation in the United States” 
Bertrand and Mullainathan “Are Emily and Greg More Employable than 
Lakisha and Jamal” 
!! Quiz 1 

Week 4: What is incarceration, why did it grow? 
 T, Apr 2 Garland. “The Meaning of Mass Imprisonment” 

Alexander. The New Jim Crow 
 Th, Apr 4 National Research Council (NRC): Chapter 2 

!! Quiz 2 
Week 5: Who goes to prison? 
 T, Apr 9 National Research Council (NRC): Chapter 4  

Western and Pettit. “Incarceration and Social Inequality.” 
!! Quiz 3 

 Th, Apr 11 No Class 
Week 6: What happens after prison? 
 T, Apr 16 Pager. “The Marks of a Criminal Record.” 

Western. “Homeward-reentry” 
 Th, Apr 18 Wildeman and Wang. “Mass Incarceration, Public Health, and Widening 

Inequality in the Contemporary US.” 
Pettit. “Democracy in the Age of Mass Incarceration.” 
!! Quiz 4 

Week 7: What happens to the family? 
 T, Apr 23 Coates. “The Black Family in the Age of Mass Incarceration.” 
 Th, Apr 25 Wakefield and Wildeman. “Mass Imprisonment and childhood inequality.” 

Western. “Homeward-family” 
!! Quiz 5 

Week 8: Exam 
 T, Apr 30 !! Exam 
   
 


