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Soc 163: Social Problems 
CRN: 34393 
Spring 2017 

Tuesday/Thursday: 11:00am-12:20pm 
Location: 331 Armory 

 
 

Professor:      Tom VanHeuvelen Email: tvanheuv@illinois.edu 
Office:            3092 Lincoln Hall Phone: (217) 300-2908 
Office Hours: T/Th, 12:30-2:00pm  
  
 
Course Description 
 
A study of social problems in the United States necessarily entails a discussion of global issues. To that 
end, this course will examine many contemporary social issues such as crime, war and terrorism, the 
environment, inequality, poverty, discrimination, the economic recession, and others, through a global 
framework. Many of the topics we will cover could motivate an entire semester's study in their own right; 
indeed, some scholars devote their entire careers to but one of these topics. However, this breadth allows 
us to think broadly about the issues that are identified as social problems and the ways in which 
individuals and groups attempt to resolve those problems; both processes are revealing about the time and 
society in which we live. One of the main objectives of this class is to learn about how sociologists 
examine social problems through analysis and research. Alongside that process, you will improve your 
critical thinking skills and become a better/more informed consumer of information. 
 
Course Objectives 
 

• Understand and analyze the sociological imagination, learn how to use this concept to analyze 
social problems.  

• Identify and evaluate social problems claims. 
• Gain a conceptual vocabulary and apply it to social problems. 
• Understand how social problems develop through the interaction between structure and agency. 
• Examine and think critically about various forms of social inequality. 
• Think critically about how social problems come to be defined, about the various proposed. 

solutions, and how seemingly familiar parts of social life can be understood as social problems. 

Required Texts 

Mooney, Linda, David Knox, and Caroline Schacht. Understanding Social Problems. 10th edition. 
 
There are additional required readings available on the Soc163 Compass website. Please contact me 
immediately if you are unable to access the course Compass website. 
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Evaluation 
 
Attendance 
You are expected to attend class, have completed the required readings prior to class, and be engaged. 
Engagement involves a range of activities, from active listening and note taking, asking questions, 
participating in group activities, and responding to questions posed during lectures. I realize that some 
students are more comfortable than others talking in large groups. Class participation also involves 
coming to office hours to discuss course materials, as well as sending me emails with clarification 
questions, thoughts on course materials, and readings or news stories that are relevant to course materials.  
 
Exams 
There will be three exams in this class. Exams will cover assigned readings, lectures, labs, and in-class 
discussion. Exams will include a combination of closed- and open-ended questions.  The final exam will 
mostly be non-cumulative. However, you may be expected to know major concepts covered in the course 
for the final.  
 
 

Exam Date 
Exam 1 Thursday, February 16 
Exam 2 Thursday, March 30 
Exam 3 Thursday, May 2 

  
 
 

Final grade calculation 
  Percent of grade 
Exam 1  33% (333 points) 
Exam 2  33% (333 points) 
Exam 3  33% (334 points) 
Total  100% (1,000 points) 
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Final Score Letter grade 
930-1,000 A 
900-929 A- 
870-899 B+ 
830-869 B 
800-829 B- 
770-799 C+ 
730-769 C 
700-729 C- 
670-699 D+ 
630-669 D 
600-629 D- 
0-599 F 

 
 
Course Policies 
 
Readings 
Please complete the assigned reading prior to the class. The assigned readings provide the foundation for 
lectures, discussions, and in-class activities. You are responsible for materials in the textbook and 
readings even if they are not covered in lecture. 
 
Attendance Policy 
I expect you to attend class, to have completed listed readings in advance of the day they are listed, and to 
be active participants in the classroom.  
 
You may miss up to 4 class sessions, including both lecture and lab. It is not necessary to provide a 
reason for these absences. However, for every additional absence, your final grade will be lowered by 
4%, regardless of the reason. The only exception to this rule is if you miss class for a university-
sanctioned event. If you miss a class, it is your responsibility to get notes from another student.  
 
If you need to miss class for university-sanctioned events, such as religious holidays or sporting events, 
you must notify me within the first two weeks of class. I will make special arrangements with you to 
make up any activities in a way fair to all students. As with any absence, it is your responsibility to get 
notes from another student. 
 
Academic Integrity 
All students are expected to abide by the University of Illinois’ code of academic and personal 
misconduct (http://studentcode.illinois.edu/). You are expected to turn in your own work. I will follow the 
procedures and sanctions outlined in the student code of any instance of student misconduct, including 
plagiarism.  
  

http://studentcode.illinois.edu/
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Accommodations 
In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the University of Illinois seeks to provide 
reasonable accommodations so that students with disabilities can fully participate in all aspects of college 
life. It is the student’s responsibility to contact Student Disability Services (www.disability.illinois.edu, 
217.333.4603) and the instructor about any needed accommodations. Requests for accommodations 
should include university documentation. Please get in contact with me about accommodations as early as 
possible, preferably within the first two weeks of class. 
 
Late Policies 
Any assignment turned in late will immediately receive a 10% penalty. An additional 10% penalty will 
be added every 24 hours that the assignment is not turned in. I generally do not grant extensions for 
assignments or exams. In unusual situations, students must contact me prior to the due assignment or 
exam date, and will need to punctually provide documentation. 
 
Incompletes  
Incompletes will not be given except in highly unusual and documented circumstances. 
 
Decorum 
Your input, attitudes, and behavior are crucial for how this course will go. It is very important that you 
treat your peers, your instructor, your teaching assistant, and yourself with respect. In our discussions, we 
will make an important distinction: we can disagree with ideas and arguments, but we will not disagree 
with the people verbalizing them. If you have a question about a concept or topic, it is very likely that 
many of your peers do as well!   
 
Part of respect is being present in class. That means that laptops, cellphones, and all electronic devices are 
to be turned off and silenced during lectures. I may consider you absent if you are frequently checking 
your electronic devices. Of course, I realize that emergencies and extenuating circumstances happen. If 
you need your phone on, please get in touch with me prior to the course. If you need to use an electronic 
device as part of a special accommodation, you must get in contact with me and provide documentation as 
early in the course as possible.  
 
Email 
Please begin email subject lines to me with SOC163 so that I can easily sort emails for this course. I am 
happy to correspond with you via email or in person if you have questions, thoughts, or concerns about 
the course or its materials. I will do my best to respond to your email in a timely manner. If I have not 
responded to you within 24 hours, please simply resend your email. I will not respond to email after 
6:00pm. I do not respond to emails on the weekend. 
 
Do not use any Compass messaging system to contact me. Contact me directly via the email address at 
the top of the syllabus.  
 
Schedule Modification 
I reserve the right to modify the schedule during the semester to accommodate unanticipated events and 
developments. 
  
  

http://www.disability.illinois.edu/
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Tentative course schedule for SOC 163 
Please complete readings before the listed date 

M: From Mooney et al.’s Understanding Social Problems 
* Reading on Compass 

!! Indicates a due assignment 
 

Week 1: What is sociology?  
 T, January 17 Introduction, review syllabus 
 Th, January 19 * Mills. “The sociological imagination.” 

* Watts. “Everything is obvious (once you know the answer).” pp. 3-17  
   
Week 2: What are social problems? 
 T, January 24 * Watts. “Everything is obvious (once you know the answer).” pp. 17-29 

M: Ch. 1. pp. 3-10. 
 Th, January 26 M: Ch. 1. pp. 10-18. 
   
Week 3: Education 
 T, January 31 M: Ch. 8. pp. 245-265. 
 Th, February 2 M: Ch. 8. pp. 265-276. 

* Gracey. “Kindergarten as Academic Bootcamp.” 
   
Week 4: Inequality 
 T, February 7 M: Ch. 6. pp. 177-197. 
 Th, February 9 M: Ch. 6. pp. 198-211. 

* Piketty, Saez, and Zucman. “Economic Growth in the United States: A Tale of 
Two Countries.” 

   
Week 5: Work 
 T, February 14 M: Ch. 7. pp. 213-233. 
 Th, February 16 !! EXAM 1 
   
Week 6: Gender 
 T, February 21 M: Ch. 10. pp. 319-337. 
 Th, February 23 M: Ch. 10. pp. 337-353. 

* Lorber. “Night to his Day” 
   
Week 7: Race 
 T, February 28 M: Ch. 9. pp. 281-299. 
 Th, March 2 M: Ch. 9. pp. 299-314. 

* Pager. “Marked.” 
   
Week 8: Sexuality 
 T, March 7 M: Ch. 11. pp. 357-372 
 Th, March 9 M: Ch. 11. pp. 372-388 

* Pascoe. “Dude, You’re a Fag?” 
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Week 9: Family 
 T, March 14 M: Ch. 5. pp. 141-167 
 Th, March 16 M: Ch. 5. pp. 167-172 

* Coontz. “What’s Love Got To Do With It.” 
   
Week 10: Spring Break 
 T, March 21 Spring Break 
 Th, March 23 Spring Break 
   
Week 11: Review and Test 
 T, March 28 Review 
 Th, March 30 !! EXAM 2 
   
Week 12: Health 
 T, April 4 M: Ch. 2. pp. 27-40 
 Th, April 6 M: Ch. 2. pp. 40-58 

* House et al. “Social Relationships and Health.” 
   
Week 13: Crime / Deviance 
 T, April 11 M: Ch. 4. pp. 99-116 
 Th, April 13 M: Ch. 4. pp. 116-137 

* Chambliss. “The Saints and the Roughnecks.” 
   
Week 14: Alcohol and drugs 
 T, April 18 M: Ch. 3. pp. 63-79 
 Th, April 20 M: Ch. 3. pp. 79-95 
   
Week 15: Science, technology, the environment 
 T, April 25 M: Ch. 14. pp. 459-487 

M: Ch. 429-440 
* Pardo. “Grassroots Activism: Mothers of East Los Angeles.”  

 Th, April 27 No Class 
   
Week 16: Exam 
 T, May 2 !! EXAM 3 
   
 


