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Soc 100: Introduction to Sociology 

CRN: 34312, 60802 

Spring 2018 

Lectures: Tuesday/Thursday, 12:30pm – 1:50pm 

Foellinger Auditorium 

Discussion Sections: Weekly as Scheduled 
 

Professor:      Tom VanHeuvelen Email: tvanheuv@illinois.edu 

Office:            3092 Lincoln Hall Phone: (217) 300-2908 

Office Hours: T/Th, 10:00-11:00am  

  

 

Course Description 

Examination of how societies grow and change; reciprocal effects of economic, political, community, 

familial, and scientific institutions on each other and on individual life changes; and social conflict, 

problems of bureaucratic growth and planned and unplanned social change. 

 

Course Objectives 

• Understand and analyze the sociological imagination, learn how to use this concept to analyze 

social problems.  

• Gain a conceptual vocabulary and apply it to social problems. 

• Understand oneself in relationship to both structure and agency. 

• Develop tools to evaluate evidence from a variety of forms of social data. 

• Examine various forms of social inequality. 

• Think critically about society. Develop an understanding of how seemingly personal groups and 

situations can be influenced by broader social forces. 

Required Materials 

 

Conley, Dalton. You May Ask Yourself: An Introduction to Thinking Like a Sociologist. 5th edition. 

 

This text is available for purchase at the Illini Union Bookstore and two copies are on reserve at the 

library. Electronic copies can be rented for a big discount. 

 

There are additional required readings available on the Compass website. Please contact me immediately 

if you are unable to access the course Compass website. 

 

You will need an I-Clicker for this course. Bring the I-Clicker to every class.  

 

I-Clicker support is provided by the campus Technology Services Help Desk. If you are experiencing 

difficulties with your I-Clicker, e-mail, or call the Technology Services Help Desk 

(https://techservices.illinois.edu/get-help/help-desk) or visit the I-clicker support site 

(http://support.iclicker.com/).    
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Evaluation 

 

Class participation 

10% of your final grade reflects your activities during lecture. Class participation in lecture is assessed by 

participation in I-Clicker activities. I-Clicker activities will be included in all scheduled lectures, except 

Exam days. Each I-Clicker activity is worth 4 points. Lecture participation is primarily assessed simply 

based on the percentage of activities in which you participate. Occasionally, participation will be used to 

review reading comprehension. In these cases, 2 points will be based on participation, and 2 points will be 

based on answering the question correctly. 

 

You are expected to attend lectures, have completed the required readings prior to class, and be engaged.  

 

Section 

Sections meet weekly, beginning the first week of the semester. 15% of your final grade reflects your 

activities in discussion sections. Attendance at these sessions and active participation are required. Your 

TA will distribute a section syllabus with more details.  

 

Exams 

There will be three exams in this class. Exams will cover assigned readings and lectures. Exams will be 

composed entirely of multiple choice question.  Exams will be non-cumulative. However, you may be 

expected to know major concepts covered in the course for the final. All exams will be taken during 

Lecture, in our meeting location for lectures. Study guides will be posted to Compass a week in advance 

of tests. 

 

Exam Date 

Exam 1 February 15 

Exam 2 March 15 

Exam 3 May 1 

 

Lecture Responses 

Throughout the course, you will submit 10 lecture responses. Each lecture response is worth 5 points (due 

dates listed below). Lecture responses are to be turned in on Thursdays by 11:59pm onto the course 

Compass site. They are to cover the lectures of the week. For example, a lecture response that is uploaded 

on February 1 is expected to cover the lectures from either or both Tuesday, January 30 and Thursday, 

February 1 lectures.   

 

In a lecture response, you are to raise three questions and/or connections in response to the materials 

presented in the course lectures. Question: Which concept or example did not make sense? What points 

are you still confused about? What argument, evidence, or point do you feel a lingering unsettledness or 

disagreement toward? Connection: Note how a concept or an example reflects, extends, or is contradicted 

by something you have experienced in your life, a current news event on campus or beyond, or an idea 

you have encountered in another class. I recommend that you keep questions and connections in mind 

during your note-taking in lectures.  

 

Each question or comment should be one to three sentences in length. These responses will help to inform 

your Discussion TAs about points of confusion and excitement to be further discussed in your section. 

Each lecture response will either receive 5 points (turned in on time, questions/connections are based on 

week’s lectures) or 0 points (not turned in, or turned in late, or questions/connections are obviously 

unrelated to week’s lectures). 
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You can turn in an 11th lecture response for 10 points of extra credit.   
 

Writing Assignments 

Throughout the semester, you will turn in three short writing assignments (between 250 and 750 words). 

Due dates are listed in the syllabus. Additional information will be uploaded to Compass in the first two 

weeks of the course and section TAs will discuss the specific requirements. 

 

James Honors Scholars 

Students wishing to take the course for James Scholars Honors credit should complete an additional 

assignment. The details of this assignment will be uploaded to Compass in the first two weeks of the 

course. 

 

 

Final grade calculation 

  Percent of grade 

Exam 1  15% (150 points) 

Exam 2  15% (150 points) 

Exam 3  15% (150 points) 

Lecture responses    5% (  50 points) 

Writing assignments  25% (250 points) 

Lecture participation  10% (100 points) 

Section participation  15% (150 points) 

Total  100% (1,000 points) 

 

Final Score Letter grade 

930-1,000 A 

900-929 A- 

870-899 B+ 

830-869 B 

800-829 B- 

770-799 C+ 

730-769 C 

700-729 C- 

670-699 D+ 

630-669 D 

600-629 D- 

0-599 F 
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Assignment Due Dates 

 

Assignment  Date 

Lecture response #1  January 25 (Th) 

Lecture response #2  February 1 (Th) 

Lecture response #3  February 8 (Th) 

Writing assignment #1  February 8 (Th) 

Exam #1  February 15 (Th) 

Lecture response #4  February 22 (Th) 

Lecture response #5  March 1 (Th) 

Lecture response #6  March 8 (Th) 

Writing assignment #2  March 8 (Th) 

Exam #2  March 15 (Th) 

Lecture response #7  March 29 (Th) 

Lecture response #8  April 5 (Th) 

Lecture response #9  April 12 (Th) 

Lecture response #10  April 19 (Th) 

Writing assignment #3  April 24 (Tues) 

Extra credit lecture response  April 26 (Th) 

Exam 3  May 1 (Tues) 
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Course Policies 

 

Readings 

Please complete the assigned reading prior to the class. The assigned readings provide the foundation for 

lectures, discussions, and in-class activities. You are responsible for materials in the textbook and 

readings even if they are not covered in lecture. 

 

Lecture slides 

Lecture slides will be made available on the course website a week following the lecture. If you miss a 

class, you are responsible for getting notes from another student who did attend. Not all relevant material 

covered in lecture will be included on lecture slides. Materials not covered in lectures from the readings 

may still be on exams. Materials discussed in lectures but not physically typed on slides may still be on 

exams. 

 

Academic Integrity 

All students are expected to abide by the University of Illinois’ code of academic and personal 

misconduct (http://studentcode.illinois.edu/). You are expected to turn in your own work. I will follow the 

procedures and sanctions outlined in the student code of any instance of student misconduct, including 

plagiarism.  

 

Student Code 

As a student at the University of Illinois, you have agreed to abide by the Student Code. The Student 

Code enjoins and supports Academic Integrity in a variety of ways, including by prohibiting cheating, 

plagiarism, fabrication and actions that facilitate violations of academic integrity. 

 

Physical or mental conditions that interfere with your ability to complete coursework as scheduled in a 

syllabus constitute circumstances in which you should consult the campus office of Disability Resources 

and Educational Services. 

 

Accommodations 

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), the University of Illinois seeks to provide 

reasonable accommodations so that students with disabilities can fully participate in all aspects of college 

life. It is the student’s responsibility to contact the Office of Disability Resources and Educational 

Services (DRES) (www.disability.illinois.edu, 217.333.4603) and the instructor about any needed 

accommodations. Requests for accommodations should include university documentation. Please get in 

contact with me about accommodations as early as possible, preferably within the first two weeks of 

class. 

 

Late Policies 

Assignment turned in late will immediately receive a 10% penalty. An additional 10% penalty will be 

added every 24 hours that the assignment is not turned in. Late refers to any time after the due date. For 

example, an assignment due at 11:59pm turned in at 12:00am is late. I generally do not grant extensions 

for assignments or exams. In unusual situations, students must contact me prior to the due assignment or 

exam date, and will need to punctually provide documentation. In these events, you must provide an 

official absence letter from the Student Assistance Center (SAC). Emergencies that the SAC recognizes 

include events like your own severe illness or the death of a parent. 

 

Required Absences 

If you must miss an examination for a University-sanctioned athletic competition, religious holiday, or 

other non-emergency event such as a job interview, you may arrange to take the examination early. In 

http://studentcode.illinois.edu/
http://www.disability.illinois.edu/
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order to do so, you must contact your TA about missing the scheduled exam date as soon as you are 

aware of your planned absences, and no later than at least seven days before the regular scheduled 

examination date listed in the syllabus. Any due assignment falling on a University-sanctioned absence 

must be turned in at or before the due date. There are no exceptions to this policy.  

 

Incompletes  

Incompletes will not be given except in highly unusual and documented circumstances. 

 

Decorum 

Your input, attitudes, and behavior are crucial for how this course will go. It is very important that you 

treat your peers, your instructor, your teaching assistant, and yourself with respect. In all our discussions, 

we will make an important distinction: we can disagree with ideas and arguments, but we will not 

disagree with the people verbalizing them. Furthermore, please be sure to bring up any questions in 

sections.  If you have a question about a concept or topic, it is very likely that many of your peers do as 

well!   

 

Electronic Devices 

Part of respect is being present in class. That means that cellphones are to be turned off and silenced 

during lectures. Of course, I realize that emergencies and extenuating circumstances happen. If you need 

your phone on, please get in touch with your section TA prior to the course. If you need to use an 

additional electronic device as part of a special accommodation, you must get in contact with me and 

provide documentation as early in the course as possible.  

 

You may use of laptops and tablets for notetaking. Please note two things. One: research is fairly settled 

on the negative consequences of using laptops in lectures. You get little benefits compared to the negative 

influence laptops typically have on learning. Two: if you are using laptops for anything other than 

notetaking, you are likely distracting your peers and making their class experience worse.  

 

Email 

Please begin email subject lines to me and the TAs with SOC100 so that we can easily sort emails for this 

course. I am happy to correspond with you via email or in person if you have questions, thoughts, or 

concerns about the course or its materials. I will do my best to respond to your email in a timely manner. 

If I have not responded to you within 24 hours, please simply resend your email and ensure that it is 

properly titled. I will not respond to email after 6:00pm. I do not respond to emails on the weekend. 

 

Do not use any other messaging systems to contact us. Contact me directly via the email address at the top 

of the syllabus and your section TA on the email provided on their syllabus.  

 

Student Counseling 

The Counseling Center (http://www.counselingcenter.illinois.edu) is available to help students who 

experience a wide variety of personal, academic and relationship concerns. Center services are free to 

students, because students have already paid for them through the student Health Services Fee. Contact: 

217-333-3704 (Monday – Friday 8 am – 5pm); 217-359-4141 (after 5:00 pm and on weekends). 

 

Schedule Modification 

I reserve the right to modify the schedule during the semester to accommodate unanticipated events and 

developments. 
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Tentative course schedule for SOC 100 

Please complete readings before the listed date 

C: From Conley’s You May Ask Yourself, * Reading on Compass 

!! Indicates a due assignment 

 

Week 1: What is sociology?  

 T, January 16 No readings 

 Th, January 18 C: Ch. 1, pp. 1-16 

   

Week 2: Introduction / Theory 

 T, January 23 C: Ch. 1, pp. 17-31 

* Mills, The Promise, excerpt  

 Th, January 25 C: Ch. 1, pp. 31-43 

!! Lecture Response #1 Due 

   

Week 3: Socialization and the Construction of Reality 

 T, January 30 C: Ch. 4, pp. 117-132 

 Th, February 1 C: Ch. 4, pp. 132-148 

* Dyer, Anybody’s Son Will Do, excerpt 

!! Lecture Response #2 Due 

   

Week 4: Social Control and Deviance 

 T, February 6 C: Ch. 6, pp. 189-216 

 Th, February 8 C: Ch. 6, pp. 216-233 

* Vuolo, Marijuana’s Moral Entrepreneurs, Then and Now 

!! Lecture Response #3 Due 

!! Writing Assignment #1 Due 

   

Week 5: Groups and Networks 

 T, February 13 C: Ch. 5, pp. 153-168, 176-180 

* Shakya, The More You Use Facebook, the Worse You Feel 

 Th, February 15 !! EXAM 1 

   

Week 6: Stratification 

 T, February 20 C: Ch. 7, 239-260 

 Th, February 22 C: Ch. 7, 260-275 

* Hacker and Pierson, Winner-Take-All Politics 

!! Lecture Response #4 Due 

   

Week 7: Gender 

 T, February 27 C: Ch. 8, 279-300 

 Th, March 1 C: Ch. 8, 300-317 

* Kanter, Harvard Business School Case Study: Gender Equity 

!! Lecture Response #5 Due 

   

Week 8: Race 

 T, March 6 C: Ch. 9, pp. 325-350 
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 Th, March 8 C: Ch. 9, pp. 350-367 

* Pager, Marked 

!! Lecture Response #6 Due 

!! Writing Assignment #2 Due 

   

Week 9: Poverty  

 T, March 13 C: Ch. 10, 375-401 

* Edin, $2.00 a Day, excerpt 

 Th, March 15 !! EXAM 2 

   

Week 10: Spring Break 

 T, March 20 No assignment 

 Th, March 22 No assignment 

   

Week 11: Family 

 T, March 27 C: Ch. 12, pp. 453-476 

 Th, March 29 C: Ch. 12, 476-491 

* Streib: Marrying Across Class Lines 

!! Lecture Response #7 Due 

   

Week 12: Education 

 T, April 3 C: Ch. 13, pp. 497-521 

 Th, April 5 C: Ch. 13, pp. 521-533 

* Arum, Academically Adrift, excerpt 

!! Lecture Response #8 Due 

   

Week 13: Health and Society 

 T, April 10 C: Ch. 11, pp. 411-437 

 Th, April 12 C: Ch. 11, pp. 437-446 

* Scott, Life at the Top 

!! Lecture Response #9 Due 

   

Week 14: Culture 

 T, April 17 C: Ch. 3, pp. 77-93 

 Th, April 19 * Calarco, I Need Help! 

!! Lecture Response #10 Due 

   

Week 15: Social Movements and Social Change 

 T, April 24 C: Ch. 18, pp. 697-722 

!! Writing Assignment #3 Due 

 Th, April 26 C: Ch. 18, pp. 722-731 

* Johnson, Creating a More Just and Sustainable World 

!! Extra Credit Lecture Response Due 

   

Week 16: Exam 

 T, May 1 !! EXAM 3 

 


